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PREFACE. 

We must offer our heart-felt thanks to both the Univer- 
sity and the Educational Department for having recog- 
nised the importance of and for having given its due 
place to Literature in the recent changes made in the 
Sanskrit Curriculum for High School Standards. The 
most satisfactory feature of the changes is the introduc- 
tion of easy Sanskrit Poetry which may be regarded as 
the soul of Sanskrit Literature. 

Since the introduction of the recent changes, selections 
both in prose and verse have been published : but they 
are for the most part meant for Senior Standards in High 
Schools ; and the very few, that are ostensibly meant for 
Junior standards, cannot, so far as our experience goes, 
meet with their requirements for more reasons than one. 
In such selections, which are avowedly meant for students 
of particular standards, great care has to be taken to see 
that the language, the grammar and the ideas of the sub- 
ject matter are within their easy grasp. Boys of Standard 
IV can be said to make only a very modest beginning in 
the vast field of Sanskrit Grammar wherein they advance 
somewhat further in the next standard: still even after two 
years’ study of Sanskrit, their knowledge is quite elemen- 
tary. For these reasons special progressive literature in 
prose and poetry for juvenile readers would be quite 
welcome; but this is almost out of the question, as Sanskrit 
man unspoken tongue. Under these circumstances the 
only recourse is to make selections and adaptations from 
the sacred heritage that has been left us by our worthy 
ancestors. 

We have, therefore, ventured to undertake that delicat* 
work. Ths. present booklet, which has now been plar 
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before the public, is a humble attempt in that direction. 
It consists of two parts intended for the Fourth and Fifth 
Standards respectively. Each part is divided into two. 
series for the convenience of teachers and students. The 
two series in each part should be taught in alternate years. 
Monotony to teachers will thus be avoided ; while in the 
case of students there is a pretty good field for extra 
reading in the series left out in a particular year. 

In Standard IV the teaching of verses may be begun 
after about three months’ study of Sanskrit Grammar or 
even preferably in the second term. In Standard V, how- 
ever, the allotted portion should be studied from the 
beginning of the year. 

In the selections of verses we have been very particular 
about the ideas and grammatical forms to be placed 
before the students. As far as possible we have tried 
our level best to take up verses, the grammar of which 
would run on parallel lines with the course in Grammar 
studied by them in the particular standard. Certainly it 
will be too much to say that there is nothing outside the 
course. The difficulty of finding out a sufficiently large 
number of appropriate verses can be realised only by one 
who makes an attempt in that direction. Under these 
circumstances there are, we admit, a few verses in this 
booklet containing grammatical points beyond the course 
of the particular standard : but even these are such as 
can be easily understood by boys after a little explana- 
tion by the teacher. Barring such points the book is a 
collection of easy miscellaneous verses just suitable to 
the Fourth and Fifth standards. Care has been taken to 
see that the course is graduated. Verses even with the 
slightest bad idea find no room here. There are verses 
preaching the value and importance of Learning, 
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